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Minutes of September 10, 2018 
 

 

The public meeting began at 7:30 PM with Chairman David Woodin, members Peter 

Fletcher, Harriett Fusco and Robert Lefebrve present.  Member David Wendth was 

absent.  Nan Stolzenburg, representing Adirondack Mountain Engineering was also not 

present. 

 

Nicholas Costa of Advance Engineering & Surveying, PLLC presented a brief 

description of the proposed plan.   The 88.78 acre parcel bounded by Fonda Road (CR 

97) and Flight Lock Road is to be subdivided into two parcels.  Christine Grattan of 

Loudonville has an offer to sell the farm and accessory structures on the property along 

with 5.13 acres pending subdivision approval.  Ms. Grattan intends to keep the remaining 

83.65 acres in her possession.  However, anticipating the possibility of future 

development, the boundary lines at the Hillview Lane entrance were modified in the past 

week to allow for a 60 ft ROW entrance into lot # 1 rather than a 50 ft ROW.  A 60 ft 

ROW allows for a “collector street” as opposed to a “minor street”. 

 

Mr. Woodin explained the process going forward.  Tonight’s meeting would be to hold 

the public hearing and no vote to approve or deny the subdivision would occur.  The 

reason for that is because the Saratoga County Planning Board also has to give their 

recommendation first and will not meet until September 20th.  Once the Town has the 

County’s recommendation, it will meet on September 24th to issue a formal decision. 

The audience was given an opportunity to ask questions and provide comments.  The 

questions began with Dr. LeeAnn Vertefeuille-Hamilton of 50 Fonda Road asking where 

the four access points were to Fonda Road.  Mr. Costa pointed them out and also 

explained that with the exception of Hillview Lane, there are no roads into the property 

and that each entrance is technically abutting Grattan property along Fonda Road. 

 

Ms. Vertefeuille-Hamilton expressed concern about flooding on her property.  Streams 

from Suncrest, Robin Lane, and Upper Fonda Road merge and create flooding.  Previous 

development did not mitigate the potential of downstream flooding and Ms. Vertefeuille-

Hamilton and her neighbors have had to live with this problem.  She wanted to know how 

this subdivision would correct the problem.   It was explained by Mr. Costa that the 

subdivision would not change anything as nothing is being proposed to be built on Lot # 

1.  However, in the future, should development occur, this would be an issue that would 

have to be addressed and it would be limited to run-off from Lot # 1.  Any problems with 

flooding related to Suncrest or Robin Lane would still persist.  Eric Smallman of 114 – 

118 Fonda Road interjected that the regulations for storm management control have 



 

become increasingly stricter over the years and while Suncrest and Robin Lane fell under 

old standards, any new development would have to address the storm water management 

issues. 

 

Shiela Dwyer of 42 Fonda Road also expressed concerns about flooding and increased 

traffic on Fonda Road.  She was told that issues regarding Fonda Road traffic would be 

addressed when a proposal to develop lot # 1 became a reality.  Mr. Woodin explained 

that this is the first phase of what could be the long term development of lot # 1.  Tonight 

we are here to simply separate the parcel into two lots for the purpose of selling the house 

with some acreage.  After this approval, Ms. Grattan could theoretically sell off lot # 1 to 

a developer.  That developer could be interested in building 100 homes for example or 

could simply turn it into large estate lots for one or more homes.  At this time, there are 

no formal plans and any potential developer may have a different idea on how to use and 

develop the property.  An example was given in Northside where a large parcel of land 

was purchased for potential development, but it has sat idle for about 25 years.   

 

Development could be as soon as next year or 30 years from now.  The Planning Board 

can only deal with what is before them and that is a request to subdivide an 88 acre parcel 

into two lots.  If more than one house were to be built on lot # 1, then it would have to 

come before the Planning Board again.  Depending upon the circumstances, it could 

trigger a major subdivision review. 

 

Ms. Dwyer asked how people are notified about the current request to subdivide the 

Grattan property.  Mr. Woodin explained that there are three ways. First, all abutting 

neighbors received a notice sent to them by certified mail.  He showed the green card 

receipts to prove that the neighbors received the notice. 

 

The second method used is to post the meeting notice as a Legal Ad in the Town’s 

Official Newspaper, the Gazette.  Ms. Dwyer said somebody saw the legal ad and gave 

her a copy.  However, she and Ms. Vertefeuille-Hamilton spoke out that the Gazette has a 

small circulation and should not be the Town Official Newspaper as opposed to the 

Times Union and the Record.  Mr.  Woodin said he understood, but there were reasons 

that the Town Board selected the Gazette over the other papers and he was obligated to 

use the Gazette.  Ms. Vertefeuille-Hamilton suggested that it be posted on the website 

and Mr. Woodin agreed.  She also suggested that Facebook be used.  Mr. Woodin 

explained that the website is undergoing changes and that the intent is to eventually post 

agendas and meetings on the web page.   

 

The third method of notification is relatively new and this was the second time it was 

used.  It involves posting small, fluorescent orange signs along the frontage of the 

affected property, thereby alerting neighbors about the public hearing.  In this case, eight 

signs were posted at each of the four access points (two per access point).   

 

Ms. Dwyer also asked about the entrance at 20 Hillview Lane and it was explained that 

an easement on the existing gravel road would cross future lot # 1 and be used to enter 

the yard of the house on lot # 2.  If and when development of lot # 1 occurs, provisions 

have been made to run a future ROW along lot # 1 and the easement could be eliminated 

with a new driveway connecting with the future street. 



 

The public hearing ended at 8:02 PM. 

 

The Regular Meeting followed the public hearing.  All members were present except 

David Wendth.  Mr. Woodin motioned to waive the reading of the August minutes and to 

accept them.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Fletcher.  The motion was approved; 4 – 

0 -0. 

 

Mr. Woodin explained to the audience that Nan Stolzenburger, the Town’s Planning 

Consultant had reviewed the plans and provided comments.  He elaborated on some of 

them such as noting on the plans where there were flood plains and environmentally 

sensitive areas, as well as providing a legal description for the granting of an easement on 

Hillview Lane.  He also mentioned that the Saratoga County Planning Board had 

contacted him earlier that day and said that their review had generated some comments 

regarding future development, but nothing that would impact approval of the current 

subdivision into two lots. 

 

The Board was given the opportunity to ask questions and offer comments.  Mr. Fletcher 

assured the audience that the subdivision has been reviewed thoroughly and that the 

comments given tonight would be considered. 

 

Mr. Woodin motioned that the Board pass a Negative Declaration resolution to indicate 

that the Board has complied with the SEQR requirements that there are no moderate or 

severe environmental impacts generated by the subdivision of the property.  The motion 

was seconded by Mr. Lefebvre and approved; 4 – 0 – 0.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 PM on a motion by Chairman Woodin and seconded 

by Ms. Fusco. 

 

 


